DIRECTIONS ABOUT DOWNLOADING AND INSTALLING OF VISUAL D.A.I.
CURRENT VERSION: 2.7.0
Installation
Download and decompress the ZIP files in a temporary directory and run the setup.

The procedure will install VISUAL D.A.I. in the default directory C:\Programmi\VisualDAI\

If you wish to install it in a different directory change the path. Download also the SW Update and the files Voice.zip and Abbeys.zip. Decompress the SW Update file into the directory where the software has been installed. Keep the other files zip for later operations
Run the program from the start list or create a link on the desktop with the proper procedure (click on the desktop with the right button of the mouse, link, select the path C:\Programmi\VisualDAI\VisualDAI.exe and give the OK). Close the program and decompress the Abbeys.zip file into the DATAFILES subdirectory and the Voice.zip file into the VOICE subdirectory. Now the program is ready to be run.
Personal Data
First time you run the program a screen will open, fill the field boxes with your data. You can recall and/or modify your data striking the USER button. The Email Section has to be filled with your email address, your SMTP (if you don’t know it, please copy that you can find looking at the Properties of your Account of your Mail Manager (e.g. Outlook Express)
Last field is for the Callbook. This software implements the search on IK1MTT’s Callbooks. To get it working you have to copy the file ITALY.BOK (italian callbook) or WORLD.BOK (world callbook) in the subdirectory “Callbook”. The file ITALY.BOK is dowloadable from the URL www.aribusto.it and the WORLD.BOK file is available in Worldcall CR ROM: you can purchase it writing to the author Marco IK1MTT (mail to: m.marconetto@tiscali.it )
Search Button
It permits to search the Abbey Database. You can perform your search through the DAI code, or through the reference’s name, or through the city name. Put the data in the proper box and press the FIND button. If the search finds more than one item, you can show the further ones with the NEXT key. The menu on right permits to show the references sorted by Region.

Expeditioner Button
This i sto activate the Expeditioner Log. It opens a box in which you have to write first the DAI code of the reference you are going to activate (in format XX0000) and the activator’s callsign. Press OK. In the electronic log you have to select the MODE and the BAND. DATE and TIME can be automatically taken from the computer clock selecting the AUTO DATE button, otherwise you can select the MANUAL DATE button and insert data and time manually. Anyway you can modify them anytime. The three buttons on the bar allow to show and print the log as text (PRINT LOG); to create the  ADIF file (SAVE ADIF) to send to the DAI Manager, but also to import it on your current logbook; and the IMPORT FROM ADIF button allows to import a log into Visual DAI a log created with another logging software.
Hunter Button
This button manages the Hunter Log. First of all press OPEN D.A.I. LOG , then in MANAGEMENT section insert the QSO data. Put the DAI Reference on the box and the ABBEY NAME box will show the description of the reference, the ABBEY LOCATION will show the QTH. In this case also you can select AUTO DATE or MANUAL DATE to manage date and time. The QSL_S box determinate what you are going to do with the QSL card. Letter N means the QSL or the label has not yet printed. Letter Y means the QSL card has been sent. Letter X means you are not going to send a QSL card (that is for activators who don’t like to receive more than one QSL card from you). After the printing of the labels all letters N will be changed to Y. In the QSL_R box you have to put N if you did not yet receive the QSL card from the Activator, or Y if the QSL card is in your possession. The button SAVE ADIF saves your log as ADIF file ready to be sent to the Manager to get your credits or to import it in your current station logbook; the button PRINT LOG is to show/print your log in TXT format; SEARCH QSO is to look for a QSO starting from the Reference; IMPORT ADIF LOG allows to import another log in ADIF format. EXPORT IN EXCEL is a tool to export your log to a Excel file for any check purpose of the Hunter but not to send it to the manager: for that the ADIF file must be sent.
In the section AWARD SCORES it is possible either show the whole situation of your log and in the different Regions (references worked, confirmed, not confirmed, credited, not credited), or to manage the endorsements: the key SEND ADIF FILE TO MANAGER is to use after to have created the file ADIF through the key SAVE ADIF as seen before. Pressing SEND ADIF FILE TO MANAGER a window will open: you can select the file to send to the Manager. It has this structure: YOURCALL_DAIH.ADI. Select it and press OK: the program will automatically send the file to the Manager. Once the Manager has processed the file, he will send you back two files named ACCR_YOURCALL.TXT and ERR_YOURCALL.TXT. First file contains your credits and must be copied into the subdirectory CREDITFILES. The second one allows you to check the unaccredited references. The definitions are: QSO NOT YET CONFIRMED: the QSL card has not yet come; REFERENCE NOT YET ACTIVATED: probably there is a mistake in the reference code, check it; QSO NOT IN LOG!: the meaning is evident. To process the credit file hit the key IMPORT CREDIT FILE: a window will open into the subdirectory CREDITFILES, from here select your credit file and press OK: your references will be credited. 

Rules Button
Shows the rules in to-date implemented languages.

About Button
Software info.

Modules Button
To show, fill and print the forms.

Optimize DB Button
Compacts and optimized the databases.
QSL Wizard Button

It allows to print the labels for the QSL cards. All the QSOs logged with the box QSL_S set to N are enclosed in the label print buffer . First of all select QSL HUNTER or QSL EXPEDITIONER and hit the CREATE QSL BUFFER key. The box will show the QSOs copied in the buffer. With the OPEN LABEL WIZARD key the labels are fit. The  PAGE SIZE section allows to set the label preferences: page size (at the moment A4 only), horizontal space, vertical space, columns and rows. PAGE EDGES allows to set the edges and LABEL SIZE permits to set the label size. Modifyings of the default settings can be saved with SAVE TEMPLATE key and they can be loaded with OPEN TEMPLATE key. PREVIEW shows the page to be printed and PRINT allows to print the labels. After this procedure the program asks to set to Y the option QSL_S: that means the QSL card has been sent.

DATABASE AND SOFTWARE UPDATES:

Periodically the updates will be available for download. The database file is called ABBEYS.ZIP and it contains the file ABBEYS.MDB. It must be decompressed into the subdirectory DATAFILES overwriting the old file. The software updating file is called with the current version of the software, e.g.  VISUALDAI_2_0_0.ZIP. Each new version is comprehensive of all changes made in the previous versions, so the updates don’t have to be done sequentially. Decompress the ZIP file into the main directory where the program is, overwriting the previous file. Please mind it is good habit to make safety copies of all files you are going to overwrite before to do that.
At the moment there is not an automatic procedure. 
Freely test the program and send your comments/proposals to dai@aribusto.it 

Mind this free program, written by Giorgio IK2VIW, is still at experimental step, so some mistake or bug can be found.

DISCLAIMER

The software is free for Radioamateurs and SWL and anyone can freely pass it to other friends on condition it won’t be modified in any part without the permission of the Author.
The software is available as it is, without any warranty. The Author does not recognize himself responsible of any malfunction, damage or losing of data due to the use of the software. 
© Giorgio Crosta, IK2VIW, 2007
